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								RR Donnelly Closing It's Doors in Clinton
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 3:57pm 
															

						

						
							Multiple sources are reporting that RR Donnelly in Clinton is closing its doors in Clinton.June 1 the long-time employer of hundreds of Clinton employees will


close its doors. 


 


The company began its operations in Clinton in the mid-1950s and has been a major employer in DeWitt County ever since. 


 


According to its website, its Clinton location is a direct marketing facility that primarily produces acquisition and fundraising mailpieces for nonprofit organizations. This 225,000-square-foot facility specializes in traditional envelope packages with in-line finishing for letter mail, automated flats, super-component mail, and specialty mailers.


 


Clinton is a full-service web printer for variably inkjet-imaged components. High-end color products are developed using the plant’s best-in-class equipment and design capabilities for diverse formats.


 


Regional Radio's attempts to reach the company for comment have been unsuccessful. 
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								Lincoln, Douglas Schools to Host 'Camp Kindergarten' April 19
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 8:05am 
															

						

						
							A first-of-its-kind screening process will take place later this month at Lincoln and Douglas Elementary schools in Clinton.


 


Children entering kindergarten, whether in the Clinton Pre-K program, a private Pre-K program, or children not attending Pre-K at all are encouraged to attend this event on April 19. Principal Jessica Patrick says this is going to be a low-stress environment to introduce kids to the kindergarten classroom and for staff to engage and learn about students coming in next year.


 



 



 


According to Patrick, 'Camp Kindergarten' will be an informal setting that gives staff the chance to get to know kids and for kids to be introduced to the Kindergarten classroom.


 



 



 


Patrick indicates a Kindergarten screening process can help them establish balanced classrooms for next year.


 



 



 


As more and more parents opt out of having kids attend Pre-K, Patrick indicates there are several factors for that but it can create issues for kids transitioning to the classroom setting - another purpose for 'Camp Kindergarten'.


 



 



 


Patrick asks for anyone who plans to come out for these screenings to RSVP with the school. She notes you will be able to begin registering for Kindergarten at that time. Additionally, there will be information presented for parents about preparing their children for Kindergarten. 
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								Decatur Area Arts Council Promoting Latest Grant Cycle
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 8:02am 
															

						

						
							The Decatur Area Arts Council is promoting its latest grant cycle.


 


Jerry Johnson is the Executive Director of the Decatur Area Arts Council and indicates non-profits and arts-based efforts can apply for funding from the Art Council for special projects or general programs.


 



 



 


According to Johnson, they recently were able to help the Decatur Children's Museum with an ag-themed exhibit. These cycles each time around do not have specific uses, calling it an open grant cycle.


 



 



 


Once applications are in, a small committee reviews those and Johnson points out an applicant may seek out an applicant for more information. Otherwise, the Arts Council board approves those applications and once the event or program has concluded, the group is reimbursed.


 



 



 


Decaturarts.org has all the latest on this grant cycle at the Decatur Area Arts Council.


 


For information on the Decatur Area Arts Council, follow them on Facebook and Instagram and find their YouTube page for more information on upcoming programs and activities. 
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								Certified Safety Glasses Needed for Viewing Today's Eclipse
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 7:23am 
															

						

						
							Are you going to be watching the solar eclipse today?


 


If you are, you need the right eye protection. Bobby Elzie with the Department of Public Health says you need certified safety glasses or lenses.


 



 



 


Staring at the sun can cause permanent eye damage.
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								Livestock Producers Keeping Watchful Eye For Black Vultures
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 7:22am 
															

						

						
							Tracking black vultures in Illinois. Livestock producers throughout the state are keeping a watchful eye. Brad Wilson is a Wildlife Biologist with the USDA APHIS Wildlife Service.


 



 



 


More information on the Black Vulture depredation permits available at ilfb.org under the Farmers and Rural Resources Section.
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								NASA Feeding from SIU on This Solar Eclipse Day
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 7:22am 
															

						

						
							As the total solar eclipse is set to send parts of Southern Illinois into darkness, not everyone can make it somewhere to view it in totality.


 


Blair Allen, with NASA Edge, will be sending live feeds from Saluki Stadium to NASA that will be shared with everyone.


 



 



 


To find out more – go to NASA dot GOV or search for NASA’s official channel on You Tube.
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								Kids and Digital Mirrors
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 7:21am 
															

						

						
							With more and more kids using social media, a doctor with OSF HealthCare wants you to know about the mental health risks that come with it. 


 


Dr. Kyle Boerke is the director of behavioral health outpatient services for OSF HealthCare and a clinical child psychologist. He says every hour spent on social media increases your likelihood of anxiety and depression. Dr. Boerke says, in many cases, the people you follow on social media aren’t your friends. You don’t know them personally, and you’ve probably never met them, and never will.


 



 



 


Up to 95% of kids age 13-17 and nearly 40% of children age 8-12 use a social media platform, according to the U.S. Surgeon General. While most people think of apps like Instagram, X (formerly known as Twitter), Snapchat and Facebook when it comes to social media, he says a major social media platform reaching the youngest of kids is YouTube.
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								Dick Baum, Prominent Clinton Business Leader, Dies
							

						
							
								Posted Sunday Afternoon 
															

						

						
							A prominent Clinton business leader has died.


96-year-old Richard “Dick” Baum passed away on Thursday in Normal.


After attending college out of state, Baum returned to his home at Carlock where, in 1948, he became an operating partner at his father’s car dealership, Baum Motor Company.


Dick married his wife Marjorie in 1948, and later moved his family from Carlock to Clinton in 1964 when he purchased Holtz Chevrolet Buick. Dick was President of Baum Chevrolet Buick from 1964 to 1992 and remained active in the business until his death. 


Baum was very active in the Clinton community during his years in ownership, including stints on the John Warner Hospital boards.


Funeral services for Dick Baum are set for Wednesday morning in Clinton.   See his complete obituary in the “Obituaries” section of dewittdailynews-dot-com.
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								Improvements to Edorado Street in Decatur Beginning Next Week
							

						
							
								Posted Saturday Afternoon 
															

						

						
							The Illinois Department of Transportation announces a resurfacing project on

U.S. 36/Eldorado Street in Decatur, from Illinois 48/North Fairview Avenue to Church Street, beginning Tuesday, April 9.


 


In addition to resurfacing, other improvements for this $8.3 million project include upgraded traffic signals and sidewalk ramps. One lane of traffic will be maintained in each direction with traffic control signs, arrow boards, and barricades directing traffic. Benefits from this project include a smoother driving surface and safer intersections. The project is expected to be completed early summer of 2025.

Motorists can expect delays and should allow extra time for trips through this area. To avoid the work area, when feasible, the use of alternate routes should be considered. Drivers are urged to pay close attention to changed conditions and signs in the work zones, obey the posted speed limits, refrain from using mobile devices, and be alert for workers and equipment.


 


Over the next six years, IDOT is planning to improve more than 3,000 miles of highway and nearly 10 million square feet of bridge deck as part of the Rebuild Illinois capital program, which is investing $33.2 billion into all modes of transportation. Accomplishments through Year Four of Rebuild Illinois included approximately $12.1 billion of improvements statewide on 5,339 miles of highway, 533 bridges, and 762 additional safety improvements.


 


For IDOT District 7 updates, follow us on Twitter at @IDOTDistrict7 or view area construction details on IDOT’s traveler information map on GettingAroundIllinois.com
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								Illinois DNR Announces Grants Benefitting Local Groups
							

						
							
								Posted Saturday Afternoon 
															

						

						
							More than 6,600 students will visit Illinois state parks, natural areas, museums, and other natural resources sites this year to learn about nature and conservation thanks to funding through the Illinois Biodiversity Field Trip Grant Program. 


 


The program is administered by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois Conservation Foundation. More than $99,600 in donated funds for 107 field trip grants were awarded for 2024. The grant recipients represent 30 Illinois counties.


 


Second graders at Ruth M. Schneider Elementary School in Farmer City received a grant to attend Homer Lake Forest Preserve in Homer and were awarded $342.


 


Maroa Forsyth Middle School students will visit Starved Rock State Park with a $500 grant. Additionally in Macon County, Fundamentals Early Learning Academy preschool students will also visit Rock Springs Nature Center with a $750 grant.


 


Bement Walk Homeschool sixth through 12th graders will go to Plum Creek Nature Center in Beecher with a $350 grant.


 


Kindergarten through fifth graders at Carlock Elementary School will get to visit Wildlife Prairie Park thanks to a grant worth almost  $1,900. Additionally, Chiddix Junior High School in Normal sixth through eighth grade will go to Fugate Woods in Fairbury with a grant worth $276.


 


In Champaign County, first graders at Christian Homeschool Connect in Mahomet will get to attend Wildlife Prairie Park in Hanna City and will be awarded $299.


The annual application deadline is Jan. 31 so DNR encourages applying online now. 


 


For more information about the program, contact the IDNR Division of Education at dnr.teachkids@illinois.gov. The ICF gladly accepts donations for the Illinois Biodiversity Field Trip Grant Program. Go online for additional information. 
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								IDOT, EMA Expecting Heavy Southern Illinois Traffic Druing Upcoming Eclipse
							

						
							
								Posted Saturday Afternoon 
															

						

						
							Travel is expected to be difficult when the solar eclipse wraps up in Southern Illinois.


 


In 2017 travelers spent hours in near stop-and-go traffic on state highways and interstates leaving the area of totality. IDOT and IEMA say come prepared. That includes driving with a full tank of fuel, lots of patience, and more.


 



 



 


That was Mike McPeak, operations chief with the Illinois Emergency Management Agency. IDOT says they will have as many construction barriers down as possible to open up traffic lanes.
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								Warner Library Conducting Community Wide Survey
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
															

						

						
							If you take advantage of the services of the Warner Library, they want to hear from you.


 


Executive Director Bobbi Perryman indicates they are asking patrons and community members to take a short seven-question survey that will help them as they start on strategic planning.


 



 



 


According to Perryman, the library has not updated its strategic plan since 2019 and with the pandemic sandwiched in the middle of all of it, they are ready to revisit it.


 



 



 


Perryman indicates the survey helps the library better direct its resources where the community wants. Moving forward, they plan to have focus groups and those types of events to be more tuned in with what the community wants from the library.


 



 



 


To take the survey, you can visit vwarner.org or stop in at the library at 310 North Quincy Street in Clinton for a paper copy. Perryman reminds the survey runs until Saturday, April 27. 
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								Piatt County Sheriff Highlights Last Week's Reunification Drill
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
															

						

						
							 


The Piatt County Sheriff is recapping last week's reunification drill that brought dozens of agencies in the area together.


 


On the WHOW Morning Show Thursday, Piatt County Sheriff Mark Vogelzang told Regional Radio the exercise took roughly a year and a half to plan out and believes they were the first to execute such an event.


 



 



 


According to Sheriff Vogelzang, the drill went through a fire at the school and several agencies participated.


 



 



 


While you might think a drill like this would be centered around an active shooter in a school, Sheriff Vogelzang explains many Piatt County schools have other hazards that could impact a school day they may encounter.


 



 



 


With the drill wrapped up, Sheriff Vogelzang indicates more meetings will take place to work through the issues they found during the exercise. He also adds they will work with the Regional Office of Education and the school districts for better communication in the event a plan of this nature is necessary. 
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								State Treasurer Pushing for Change in College Savings Plan
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
															

						

						
							The state’s treasurer is asking for state law to change to allow parents who are saving for college to not have to worry about what might happen if their children don’t use or need funds saved in a state 529 plan.


 


The Federal Government recently allowed parents to roll over unused college savings accounts to a Roth IRA. But Mike Frerichs says a change in state law needs to be made to allow Illinois residents to benefit from the change.


 



 



 


Currently, leftover funds can go to another family member or be withdrawn but with tax penalties.
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								World Shooting Complex in Southern Illinois Promoting Viewing for Next Week's Eclipse
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
															

						

						
							Making last-minute plans to see the solar eclipse in totality in Southern Illinois?


 


If you haven’t booked a spot or found a place to go, the World Shooting Complex in Sparta might have room. Skip Klinger, Executive Director of the facility says they have lots of parking spots.


 



 



 


Sparta has more than a thousand camping spots, you can find out more about them through - explore more I-L dot com.
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								Southern Illinosi Gearing Up for Next Week's Eclipse
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
															

						

						
							Just days away from the April 8 solar eclipse. 


 


Southern Illinois will be in the path of totality and there are a number of events across the region—including a Cache River Canoe Solar Eclipse Tour says Carol Hoffman with the Southernmost Illinois Visitors Bureau.


 



 



 


Plenty of solar eclipse event information at southernmostillinois.com.
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								Clinton American Legion Praises Clinton Chamber for Business Expo Opportunity
							

						
							
								Posted Thursday Morning 
															

						

						
							 


A Clinton non-profit is praising the Clinton Chamber of Commerce for its annual opportunity to be showcased at the annual expo.


 


Last week, the Chamber hosted its annual expo and while participation was a little down this year, the event still drew a good crowd. On the WHOW Morning Show Wednesday, Josh Thielen with the Legion praised the opportunity the business expo provides to promote ways for anyone to get involved with the Legion. 


 



 



 


According to Thielen, the expo offers an opportunity to connect with veterans who may not be aware of what the Legion does and the benefits of being a member. He explains being a member is beneficial even if you cannot give your time to the organization.


 



 



 


For Thielen, he started going to Legion meetings with his grandfather but after his passing, he stopped going. Having the urge to get involved, he found the things the Legion does to be very important and learned anyone in any community can make a change.


 



 



 


The Legion sees the business expo as a chance to reach community members who may know only a little bit about them. Thielen notes it also gives them a chance to connect with other businesses and non-profits in the community.


 



 



 


Thielen hopes any veterans in the community who are not already a part of the Legion will consider joining. He encourages them to follow the Legion on Facebook. You can also find and friend Thielen and Facebook and message him directly about getting involved. 
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								Deer Donation Second Year Huge Success
							

						
							
								Posted Thursday Morning 
															

						

						
							 


The second year of the deer donation program through the University of Illinois Extension was a huge success.


 


Caitlin Mellendorf is a nutrition educator at the U of I Extension in DeWitt, Macon, and Piatt Counties and indicates the second year was even better than the first. They were very pleased with all the hunters and meat processors that participated in the program this year.


 



 



 


According to Mellendorf, the deer donation program is a collaboration between hunters, meat processors, and food pantries to help reduce food insecurity in east-central and southern Illinois.


 



 



 


The goal is to continue to grow the program throughout the State of Illinois and believes it will have to be a slow but steady growth over time. 


 


She hopes hunters will be on the lookout for information about the program later this year for the 2024 deer hunting season. 
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								Call for IDOT to Share Study Data
							

						
							
								Posted Thursday Morning 
															

						

						
							An Illinois State Representative wants IDOT to share data with local governments. 


House Bill 5138 provides that upon request by a unit of local government, IDOT shall make available any study or survey completed by the Department that concerns traffic or the environmental impact on road construction projects. The bill is sponsored by State Representative Charlie Meier.


 



 



 


The legislation is based on complaints from local road districts that they are being required by IDOT to conduct duplicative road surveys and traffic counts in addition to the environmental survey. The bill was approved Tuesday in the Transportation Committee but is being held on 2nd reading while the representative continues negotiations with IDOT.
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								Periodical Cicadas Emerging in 2024
							

						
							
								Posted Thursday Morning 
															

						

						
							2024 is a big year for periodical cicadas in Illinois. University of Illinois Extension Horticulture Educator Ken Johnson.


 



 



 


Johnson says more information online at extension.illinois.edu/cicadas.
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								Warner Library Annual Book Sale Later This Month
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
															

						

						
							The Warner Library in Clinton will host its bi-annual book sale later this month.


 


On the WHOW Morning Show Tuesday, Terry Willis with the Friends of the Warner Library told Regional Radio the book sale comes up on Friday, April 19, and Saturday, April 20. 


 



 



 


 


According to Willis, the book sale will net around $800 to $1,000 and the Friends will pour that back into programs for the library like the summer reading club.


 



 



 


Executive Director of the Warner Library, Bobbi Perryman says the Friends' book sale is a huge boost to the summer reading club but they have also helped make purchases that have enhanced the mission of the library.


 



 



 


The annual book sale comes up on Friday, April 19, and Saturday, April 20. Follow the library on most social media platforms for more information or visit vwarner.org for all the details. 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				[bookmark: 736587]
				
					
						
														
							
								University of Illinois Extension Hosting Fair Entry Open Houses This Month
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
															

						

						
							The University of Illinois Extension will host individual open houses this month in DeWitt, Macon, and Piatt Counties to help those needing assistance with fair entries.


 


Fair season is still a few months away but the preparations for it are happening now and 4-H Coordinator at the U of I Extension Kendra Wallace notes the open houses are a chance to have someone within Extension give you any help you might need to enter this year.


 



 



 


The enrollment deadline for 4-H is coming up. According to Wallace, they don't always see a big rush but instead, the deadline gives those involved in other activities a chance to still join if that is something they want to do.


 



 



 


Wallace indicates if you are going to join 4-H before the April 30 deadline, you'll need to make sure your enrollment is complete and then really work to make sure any entries you will have for the fair season will be ready to go.


 



 



 


Visit extension.illinois.edu/dmp/events for more information. 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				[bookmark: 736585]
				
					
						
														
							
								Study Looks at Money Spent on Childcare
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
															

						

						
							Illinois residents are spending more on Child Care. According to a new study from LendingTree, Illinois ranks ninth in the highest percentage of average income spent on childcare.


 



 



 


Matt Schultz is one of the authors of the study which used data collected by the U.S Census Bureau to determine the percentage of annual income by state that is spent on child care. Nevada ranked 1st on the list and is considered a childcare desert for the lack of available childcare options.
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								Local Economic Development Leader Weighs In On Workforce Challenges
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
															

						

						
							A local leader in the world of economic development is weighing in on the workforce challenges employers face and a trend he is starting to take notice of.


 


On the WHOW Morning Show Monday, DeWitt County Development Council Executive Director Curt Homann told Regional Radio local employers are struggling to find workers. He says struggling to find workers along with inflation is the top issues they deal with right now.


 



 



 


According to Homann, employers are doing what they can to attract workers like raising wages and increasing benefits but they still struggle. He points out a lot of the theories about where workers are have evolved from 'no one wants to work' or 'COVID benefits are paying them'.


 



 



 


A trend Homann is noticing that could explain - in part - the workforce shortage is more people looking to make a side hustle or just an idea of a full-time job where they are creating their own business. He notes this week alone he is meeting with two potential individuals looking to start a business.


 



 



 


If you are an individual potentially looking to build on an idea you've pursued that you believe could be ready to become your primary employment, Homann hopes you'll consider having a conversation with him if you have any questions.


 


He points anyone in that position to contact him through the DCDC Facebook page. 
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								CCEF Promoting Return of Derby Day Fundraiser
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
															

						

						
							If you attended last week's Clinton Chamber of Commerce Business Expo, you may have stopped by the Clinton Community Education Foundation, or CCEF, booth and learned about all the things the organization does but also heard they are bringing back its Derby Day fundraiser.


 


The fundraiser did not happen last year but Chris Schaffer with the CCEF told Regional Radio as part of its live coverage from the Expo last week, the event is returning in 2024.


 



 



 


Fundraisers like the Derby Day Fundraiser help the district in its effort to provide for what its budget cannot. Schaffer points to things like its classroom grants they awarded last month as one of the efforts they led to do that.


 



 



 


According to Schaffer, the CCEF also helps fund opportunities for students to take dual-credit courses and sponsors opportunities outside the classroom for a lot of students through a unique program at Heartland Community College.


 



 



 


The CCEF has tickets for the May 4 Derby Day fundraiser at its website, ccef15.org. You can follow the group on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
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